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TYPE OF LESSON

Subject Area:


9th Grade US History I
 

Lesson Title:


Was the Gold Rush more difficult in Alaska or California?
MA Frameworks:  
USI.26 Describe the causes, course, and consequences of America’s westward expansion and its growing diplomatic assertiveness.

I. the search for gold in California
Method of Instruction:
PowerPoint lecture/class discussion, visual interpretation of pictures, venn diagram, followed with a vocabulary quiz and short answer question on the test.
CONTEXT OF LESSON

Grade Level:


9
Class Size:


20-25
Time Allotment:

40-50 Minutes
PREPARTION

Resources and Materials:
Computer/TV w/PowerPoint capabilities, PowerPoint presentation, internet, “Gold Rush in California vs. Alaska”, venn diagram, Vocab  Quiz,  The Americans text book, pg 500
Special Arrangements:
Homework assignment given, review PowerPoint presentation, set up computer/TV for PowerPoint, copies of venn diagram and quiz prepared.
PREREQUISITE SKILLS

Students know the format of homework assignments and basic structure of lessons; homework, lecture/discussion, review, quiz.  They will also have completed a homework assignment on the lesson in order to have some prior knowledge of the lesson.
GOAL

Students will compare and contrast the Gold Rush in California and Alaska, focusing on their geographic qualities.  
OBJECTIVES

Cognitive/Knowledge: (MA Frameworks, US II. 6 A, B )
Students will understand the geography of California and Alaska
Students will understand how the process of dredging gold.
Students will analyze the negative effects of the Gold Rush

Students will compare the Gold Rush in California versus Alaska.
Behavioral:

Students will participate in class discussions, by raising their hands.

Students will allow their peers to voice their opinions.

Students will listen to their peers’ opinions.

Students will correct each other’s quizzes appropriately.

Affective/Values:

Students will form their own opinions about the Gold Rush in Alaska versus California..

Students will correct each other’s quizzes with integrity.
PROCEDURES

Introduction/Motivation:

Class will with begin with the collection of the previous night’s homework.    To begin this lesson, the “focus question” of the lesson will be provided and briefly explained.  The focus question is “How is the geography in California different from the geography in Alaska?”
Teaching/Learning Activities:

Brief class discussion/lecture of “Gold Rush in California Vs. Alaska.” Students take notes from PowerPoint, interpret visuals which include primary sources and maps and answer questions.
Next, students complete the Venn Diagram worksheet.  A brief discussion will follow where students are asked to decide where the Gold Rush was more difficult.  
Lesson concludes with completion and review of Venn Diagram.  Diagrams are hung up in the classroom.
Students then take the vocab #1 quiz.

Closure:  

The vocab  quiz is passed in and redistributed by the teacher.  Students correct each other’s quizzes.  Once finished, quizzes are handed back so students can self-asses their learning.
ASSESSMENT SUMMARY

Informal Data:

Participation in class discussion
Preparedness for class 

Formal:

Vocabulary  Homework assignment

Venn Diagram
Vocab Quiz

Short Answer Question on unit test
REFLECTION
Gold Rush in California Vs. Alaska
Please note the similarities and differences in the Gold Rush in California and Alaska in the Venn Diagram below.


