WILMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

School-wide Writing Rubric


	
	Exceeds Standard (4)
	Meets Standard (3)
	Below Standard (2)
	Unacceptable (1)
	Self-Evaluation
	Teacher Evaluation

	Content


	•Purpose or thesis present and well-developed

•Focuses consistently on topic

•Rich development of ideas that answers the question or supports a thesis
•Demonstrates outstanding critical thinking using clearly appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support the purpose or thesis 

	•Purpose or thesis present and adequately developed

•Usually focuses on topic
•Answers the question or supports a thesis
•Uses accurate facts and information relevant to the purpose or thesis

	• Purpose or thesis is unclear or weakly developed
•Focuses inconsistently on topic
•Vaguely answers the question or supports the thesis
•Uses few accurate facts or information relevant to the purpose or thesis

	•No purpose or thesis evident 

•Lacks focus on topic
• Does not answer the question or support the thesis
•Fails to use accurate facts or information relevant to the purpose or thesis

	
	

	Organization
	•Contains creative introduction, supporting details, and conclusion that are well-developed,  meaningful, and logical

•Uses effective and  seamless transitions

	•Contains clear introduction, supporting details, and conclusion appropriate to task
•Uses appropriate transitions 
	• Contains weak introduction, few supporting details, and inadequate conclusion 
• Little use of  appropriate transitions
	• Contains no clear introduction, no supporting details, and no conclusion 
• Lacks appropriate transitions
	
	

	Mechanics
	•Always uses appropriate standard language conventions (sentence structure, grammar, capitalization, spelling, punctuation) and symbolic conventions (symbols, units, accents, and notations)

•Relatively error-free


	• Usually uses appropriate standard language conventions (sentence structure, grammar, capitalization, spelling, punctuation) and symbolic conventions (symbols, units, accents, and notations)

•Errors do not detract from meaning
	•Inconsistent use of appropriate standard language conventions (sentence structure, grammar, capitalization, spelling, punctuation) and symbolic conventions (symbols, units, accents, and notations)

•Errors detract from  meaning
	•Fails to use appropriate standard language conventions (sentence structure, grammar, capitalization, spelling, punctuation) and symbolic conventions (symbols, units, accents, and notations)

•Too many errors or handwriting is illegible
	
	

	Development
	•Excellent use of relevant and specific supporting evidence (verbal information, charts, diagrams, tables)

•Details strengthen thesis or purpose

	•Good use of relevant and specific supporting evidence (verbal information, charts, diagrams, tables)
•Details support thesis or purpose

	• Rudimentary use of relevant and specific supporting evidence (verbal information, charts, diagrams, tables)

• Details minimally support thesis or purpose
	• Uses  irrelevant and/or insufficient supporting evidence (verbal information, charts, diagrams, tables)
• Details do not support thesis or purpose

	
	

	Style 
	•Conveys writer’s voice and demonstrates outstanding awareness of audience and purpose

•Vocabulary is rich, stylish, and polished
•Sentences are well-crafted, show variety, originality, and rich language
	•Awareness of audience and purpose
•Vocabulary strong and effective

•Sentences show variety and originality


	• Little awareness of audience and purpose.  
•Vocabulary is simplistic 

•Sentences show little variety and originality

	•No awareness of audience.  
•Weak vocabulary 
•Lack of variety in sentences
	
	


